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The role of the US Army in US and international equestrian sports is historically both central and dominant. Nothing reflects this role better than the Army’s contribution to US Olympic equestrian sport. Through the 1948 Olympics, the US Army Equestrian Team was also the US Olympic team and represented the country in all the Olympic games until 1952. With the passing of the Cavalry, Army officers played a key role in the establishment of the civilian equestrian structure: the Unites States Equestrian Team (USET), which has since carried on the Army’s tradition of equestrian excellence. The Army’s role in Olympic equestrian competition is well known and greatly respected in the highest circles of US equestrian sport to this day. Unfortunately, this superb example of how the history of the Army continues to influence the nation is virtually unknown among today’s soldiers. 

Olympic equestrian sport consists of three competitions: dressage, stadium jumping, and the three day event (also known as combined training). Each country fields individual entries, up to four, in any or all of the three competitions. If there are three or more individuals competing in a competition, the top three are scored as a team. If three riders do not complete a competition then that nation ‘s team is eliminated. There are team and individual medals in each event. 

The dressage competition is a test of the ability of rider and horse and rider to precisely execute various gaits and movements. There is no jumping in dressage. The second of the three Olympic competitions, jumping, is perhaps the best known in the US and was practiced widely in the US prior to the Olympic games. In the Olympic jumping competition, also know as the Prix de Nations (Prize of the Nations), the rider follows a prescribed course within an enclosed stadium, jumping artificial obstacles. 

The third and most challenging of the equestrian competitions is the three day event. Eventing has traditionally been the US’s strongest competition. It is specifically designed to be a grueling test of the all- around horse and rider, and is patterned after the rigorous requirements expected of a premium military mount. The competition consists of three phases, each conducted on a different day, hence the name three day eventing. Phase one is dressage, conducted similarly to the dressage competition, it makes up 20% of the rider and mount’s total score. Phase two is the cross country and obstacle course, consisting of 20 to 30 kilometers of steeple chase, then a shorter cross country gallop, and ending with an obstacle course over up to thirty very imposing natural and man-made obstacles of all types. This phase is the most challenging, and it accounts for the majority of the three day event score. The three day event ends with stadium jumping. It is conducted in a manner similar to the jumping competition, but is designed primarily to test the horse’s soundness after the challenging cross country phase. 

The first modern Olympic games in 1898 did not feature equestrian sports at all. Subsequent games included demonstrations of equestrian sport, but equestrian competition was not added as a full status sport until 1912. In the early twentieth century the highest quality horsemanship was found in the military, and for the first half- century of Olympic competition equestrian sport was reserved for the mounted services of the participating nations. Civilians were strictly prohibited from participating. There were some very fine and reputable riders in the US Army’s mounted services, and among them were probably the only US equestrians at the time formally trained in the European tradition. It was inevitable that the Army assume the responsibility for preparing an equestrian team for the 1912 games in Stockholm. 

On January 20, 1912, the War Department published Special Order No. 20, detailing selected officers to constitute an equestrian team for that summer’s Olympiad in Stockholm, Sweden. In response the Army assembled a group of eighteen horses and five officers amid the snow drifts and frigid temperatures of the Mounted Service School at Fort Riley, Kansas. Captain Guy V. Henry Jr. was designated the team leader. With this small band, in the middle of the great American plains, thousands of miles from the center of world class equestrian training and breeding, Captain Henry began to established the legacy of American excellence in horsemanship that exists today. 
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Captain Guy V. Henry on Chiswell (Gruenther) 



Captain Henry, a cavalryman, was a graduate of West Point class of 1895, and the son of the famed Indian fighting commander of the 9th Cavalry, General Guy V. Henry. He was an outstanding horseman who was serving as the mounted service school chief of horsemanship instruction in January 1912. Henry was also a graduate of the world renown French Cavalry School Saumur, and served as a company officer with a French Cavalry regiment. Previously he served as an aide to President Teddy Roosevelt, and saw combat in the Philippines during the Philippine Insurrection. Although Henry was certainly the most qualified officer for the job, he faced a daunting task with just six months to prepare for America’s first Olympic riding competition. 

Because of his European experience, Captain Henry knew that his Army issued mounts would not be able to challenge the precisely bred European horses. He determined that the key to winning was superb conditioning of the horses, and even more important, accurate riding of the three day event. The team trained rigorously through the late winter and into the early summer of 1912, despite being handicapped by their late start, the severe winter conditions at Fort Riley, a time limitation of one and a half hours a day of riding hall use, and by the fact that three of its members, Captain Henry included, were required to continue their usual military duties as they prepared. 

In June 1912 the team sailed aboard the steamship Finland along with the other US competitors, bound for Sweden. After arrival the team prepared and planned meticulously for the three day event. They had made a conscious decision that, although they would compete in the other disciplines, they would focus their efforts on the three day event. It was the only competition in which they were competitive given the experience of both horses and riders. They viewed the course and terrain intently and planned their efforts to the minute. All the members of the team carried stop watches and wore wrist watches -- a somewhat innovative concept in 1912. In the competition the team performed up to the exacting standards required of Captain Henry. The team challenged for the Silver Medal in the three day event and astonished the Europeans by winning the Bronze Medal. Their victory was the result of the precision of their performance. Henry himself rode on the Bronze Medal eventing team, and additionally competed in dressage (finishing 11th overall on the same horse, Chiswell, that he rode in the three day), and led the 4th place jumping team. 
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The 1912 Military Bronze Medal Team
Benjamin Lear on Poppy, John Montgomery on Deceive, and Guy Henry on Chiswell 



The performance of the American team is especially significant given the quality of the horses and the severe circumstances under which they trained. Lieutenant Colonel F.S. Fontz, the general staff officer responsible for overseeing Henry’s effort, stated that the quality of the US horses was a national embarrassment and that Captain Henry and his men were physically exhausted by the pace of training while simultaneously continuing to perform their assigned military duties. He pointed out specifically that the team’s success was due primarily to the exceptional preparation and management of the team on the part of Henry. The previously unknown Americans’ ability to win the Bronze Medal in the three day event, and to be competitive in all events, immediately established the US as a serious equestrian power. Since 1912, every US Olympic equestrian team has faced the challenge of living up to the standard set by Captain Henry in that first Olympic competition. 

The Olympic Games were suspended during World War I and then resumed in 1920. During the 1920s the US Army Equestrian Team participated in three Olympic competitions with uniformly disappointing results. The 1920 games were held in Antwerp Belgium, and the US performance was unremarkable except for the participation of Captain Harry Chamberlin. Captain Chamberlin, a cavalryman and a member of the West Point class of 1910, participated in all three of the riding competitions and did particularly well in Jumping, finishing 5th, and in the three day event where he finished 4th, narrowly missing a medal. During the 1920s he became widely recognized as one of the nation’s finest horseman and a leading national authority on horsemanship. He is credited with introducing the forward seat technique for riding and jumping to the United States. He would ultimately go on to Olympic glory in the 1932 games, author several books, command the 2d Cavalry Regiment, and obtain the rank of Brigadier General during World War II. 

In 1924 at the Paris Olympics the US team followed much the same pattern as in Antwerp. Major Sloan Doak riding Pathfinder picked up an individual bronze medal in eventing, but the team, which was positioned for a silver, was eliminated due to a miscue on the course. The 1928 games in Amsterdam were again a story of close but unhappy out-comes for the Americans. The eventing team once again positioned for silver but was eliminated because of a course error. Thus, for three efforts in he 1920s the US was able to produce only a single bronze individual medal. 
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The Army's Best Horseman
Major (later Brigadier General) Harry D. Chamberlin off the bank on Nigra
1928 Olympics in Amsterdam (USET) 



The fortunes of the Olympic teams in the 1920s were primarily a function of inadequate resources and preparation. Major Sloan Doak’s task in preparing for the 1928 games was typical. He was officially ordered to prepare a team only eight months before the games. The team did not assemble and train together until three months prior. The mounts were selected during this time period and were generally taken from within the Army or were privately owned by the participating officers. Of 37 horses maintained in the Olympic stables prior to the competition, seventeen were privately owned. Major Doak made the decision not to enter the dressage competition at all because no horse in the US stable was sufficiently trained to warrant the expense of travel to Europe for the event. Thus the US was not represented in a full one third of the competition due to an inability to prepare adequately. In the three day event in Amsterdam one US rider made a course error, and was eliminated, thus removing the team from the competition where they were positioned for a Silver Medal. In jumping, the US horses and riders were not as experienced as their European counter-parts and were only able to finish 8th of sixteen competitors. After the competition Major Doak made the following recommendations: that the US begin planning for the 1932 games immediately (four years out); that the team be assembled for training two years prior to the competition; that a non-riding director be selected for the team (all previous team leaders, including Major Doak, were also riders); and that riders and horses specialize for events. These recommendations were well thought-out and based on Doak’s three Olympic experiences. They generally reflected how European armies had been training since prior to the 1912 games. Many of Major Doak’s recommendations were implemented and the 1932 games would prove their effectiveness. 

Between 1928 and 1932 changes occurred in the Army that would serve to improve the quality of Army’s Olympic team. The remount service was one of the changes. The Army remount service began to apply scientific methods to breed superior horses. It also evaluated its horses more thoroughly and ensured that the best mounts were made available to the Army’s Equestrian Team. The team itself was made a permanent organization and part of the cavalry school. The Army favored thoroughbred horses, and although few Army horses were pure breds, all had some thoroughbred blood and the best mounts were 1/2 to 3/4 thoroughbred. For a time in the 1920s it was thought that the Olympic teams would have to rely on private horses to meet the challenges of competition, but by the 1936 games remount service bred horses dominated. One of the most famous, Jenny Camp, was born at the Fort Robinson Remount station in 1926 and won two consecutive silver eventing medals. 

Another change that took place in the early 1920s was the formation of the Cavalry School at Fort Riley, and then the introduction of the Advanced Course in Equitation. The Advance Course in Equitation was an elite one year course for experienced company grade officers who were rated at the top among their peers both as equestrians and officers. The officers were selected for the course based on their standing in the one year long regular course. The equitation course focused only on horsemanship. It became the grooming place for the Army and the Olympic Teams, and also produced many of the Army’s top officers. The military purpose of the course was to train officers to supervise regimental horsemanship training and to serve with the remount service. Virtually all Army Equestrian Team members were graduates of this course after 1928. 

Los Angeles, California hosted the 1932 Olympics. Organizing and operating the equestrian events was the task of the Army, in particular the cavalry. The cavalry was also intent on changing the Olympic fortunes of the Army Equestrian Team. The Army’s approach to the games had changed greatly in the four years between Paris and Los Angeles. One important fundamental difference was the appointment of Major General Guy V. Henry as Chief of Cavalry. No better man existed to ensure that the American team was as prepared as possible for the games. Since he captained the 1912 Olympic team, General Henry had served repeated tours of duty in the Philippines, served in France during World War I, served as the commandant of cadets at the United States Military Academy at West Point, assistant commandant of the Cavalry School at Fort Riley, Kansas, and finally commanded the Army’s most prestigious cavalry regiment, the 3rd Cavalry Regiment at Fort Meyer, Virginia. In addition to becoming the Chief of Cavalry, Henry was appointed the President of the Federation Equestre Internationale, the governing body for international equestrian sports. He was also a member of the US Olympic Committee. He not only understood what it took for the Americans to win, but he was in a position to assure the US had those resources available. 

The Great Depression of the 1930’s was at its height in 1932 and this limited the number of equestrian teams able to travel to the US. For the US team however, this was their Olympics and with the mentorship of General Henry they prepared for the 1932 Olympics as they had for no other games. The results reflected this effort. The jumping team, led by Major Harry Chamberlin riding Show Girl in his fourth Olympics, won a Silver Medal in jumping. Lieutenant Earl “Tommy” Thomson on Jenny Camp led the eventing team. Lieutenant Thomson earned an individual Silver Medal and the team turned in a Gold Medal performance: the first US equestrian gold. Even more brilliant was the effort of Captain Hiram Tuttle, who, as a Quartermaster officer, was one of the few officers who was not either a cavalryman or artilleryman. He rode his own horse, Olympic, to a Bronze Medal in dressage as part of the US dressage team that also won the team Bronze Medal. The games ended with the US earning five medals. This feat was unmatched for over fifty years until the USET team earned five medals at the 1984 Los Angeles games. The ‘32 Olympic games, although limited in the scope of participants, demonstrated that the US Cavalry was back as a force in international equestrian competition, and foretold great things for the 1936 Olympics in Berlin. 

The Berlin Olympics of 1936 are one of the most controversial and studied events in the history of sports. The Olympics were a show piece for Hitler’s Nazi Germany and therefore as much a political as athletic event. The equestrian events were no less politically charged than the games themselves. The US team went to the games with high hopes of repeating and building upon the success of its efforts in Los Angeles, however that was not to be. The European competitors in Berlin were more numerous and competing on their home turf. The dressage team, always the toughest event for the US, finished in the middle of the pack and won no medals. The jumping team fared a little better, but still finished a disappointing fourth of eighteen teams, with Captain Carl W.A. “Rags” Raguse on Dakota tying for third individually but then dropping to fifth after a jump off. In the three day event however, the US team fielded an internationally respected team led by the returning Captain Thomson and Jenny Camp. 
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Lieutenant Tommy Thomson on Jenny Camp
Finishing the Cross Country Course enroute to a Silver Individual and Gold Team Medal (USET) 



As the defending team gold medal winners, and because of the US’s historical strength in the event, the Americans were slight favorites to win as a team. They were definitely the only team who anyone considered capable of challenging the Germans on their home ground. After the dressage phase of the competition the US team was slightly behind the leading Germans but sitting well for the most important and their strongest phase -- the cross country obstacle course. The 1936 Olympic cross country course would go down in history as one of the most difficult and notorious because of one jump: the number four jump into the pond. The obstacle’s design required the to horse jump a three foot post fence and then land in about three feet of water. The horse then had to cross the pond and jump out on the far side. In concept it was not any more challenging or difficult than all the competitors had faced dozens of times before. 

The first indication of trouble for the Americans came when Captain Raguse arrived at the jump riding Trailolka, the smallest horse in the contest. In keeping with planned strategy he jumped what appeared to be the most inviting and shortest way: just to the right of center. Upon landing the horse and rider were in trouble. The water was deeper than the reported three feet. More serious, the bottom was not hard but soft and muddy. The conditions surprised both horse and rider, causing them to tumble head over heels. Trailolka injured her shoulder in the fall but was on her feet quickly. Captain Raguse quickly remounted and, despite his mount’s shoulder injury, continued the course without further mishap. 

With no way to communicate back to the starting point the true nature of the jump, each succeeding rider became a victim. Riding second for the US team, artilleryman Captain John Willems on Slippery Slim arrived at the jump with no faults and with a perfect time. His flawless ride ended at jump four. Captain Willems, like Captain Raguse, jumped to the right side as had previously been determined. He and Slim sailed over the jump with full confidence that they were on their way to one of the best rides of their lives. It ended abruptly as Slim landed hard in the soft mud and deep water. Again, both horse and rider tumbled forward. This time however, the horse’s front legs were trapped in the deep mud and the fall broke Slim’s right foreleg. Willems and Slim struggled to the bank where Willems immediately recognized the catastrophe. The disaster eliminated Captain Willems and the US team from the competition and Slippery Slim had to be destroyed. 

Captain Thomson and Jenny Camp were toward the rear of the starting order and by the time of their start the pond had unhorsed dozens of riders. The word was filtering back not to jump to the right. With this insight Thomson and Jenny jumped to the left, stumbled slightly, but made it through with no faults. They completed the course without serious problems. All totaled, only fifteen of forty-eight horses negotiated the number four obstacle with no difficulty. Twenty-eight horses fell, and three refused to jump at all. The obstacle injured three horses so badly they had to be destroyed while dozens of others lost confidence or at a minimum lost time on the course due to the experience. One rider had to chase his horse for several miles before mounting and continuing on. 

In the politically charged environment of the games, rumors abounded that the German team was well aware of the actual conditions of the pond and intentionally withheld the information from the other teams. Interestingly, not a single German rider fell at jump four, and all the Germans jumped the left side, which had the appearance of being the most difficult and the longest way. The political atmosphere, the controversy over jump number four, and other questionable judgments by the German officials caused a storm of protest from all eighteen teams. Reinforcing the chilled atmosphere among the equestrian community was that for the first and only time in Olympic history one country, the host country Germany, captured all six equestrian gold medals. Captain Thomson and Jenny went on to win their second individual silver in the three day event, but the fate of Captain Willems and Slippery Slim eliminated the US from the team competition. The 1936 three day event was the most challenging to that point in Olympic history. So challenging that of eighteen teams, only three could finish the minimum requirement of three riders for a team score. Two teams, France and Italy, did not have a single rider complete the competition. No fourth place team position could be awarded. 
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The Berlin Olympic Team
Captain C.C. Jadwin, Major W.B. Bradford, Major Hiram Tuttle, Captain I.L. Kitts,
Captain C.S.Babcock;(2nd Row) Lieutenant H.S. Isaacson, Lieutenant R.W. Curtis,
Captain E.F. Thomson, Captain M.H. Matteson;(3rd Row)Captain J.M. Willems,
Major A.H. Moore, Captain C.W.A. Raguese (USET) 



The results of 1936 games disappointed the Army team, but they returned to the US with great hopes for the 1940 games. One of the most encouraging results of 1936 was the overall performance of the US horses bred by the remount service. Thus, with Berlin behind the them the Americans felt that their best days were yet ahead. They were both right and wrong. 

Between the 1936 Olympics and the next Olympics two very significant events occurred. One was World War II, which eliminated the Olympic games of 1940 and 1944. The other was important from the stand point of equestrian sport in the US: the demise of the US Cavalry. 

The Army did not disband the cavalry officially until 1948, but its end was foretold years before. In 1940 the Army formed the Armor Force, panzer divisions roamed and conquered half of Europe, the Cavalry School graduated its last ever class of advanced equitation, and the Army equestrian team sent its members to their regiments. With war looming the days of the military horse were number in the minds of all but the most fanatical horse advocates. 

For the US the war began in 1941, and during the four years of combat not a single US mounted regiment would see action. The Army’s First Cavalry Division fought dismounted as infantry in the Pacific Theater. The Second Cavalry Division deactivated. The Army mechanized most of the remaining cavalry and cavalrymen and sent them to combat in Africa, Italy, and Northwestern Europe. 

With no horse cavalry in the fighting forces, the veterans of the 1936 Olympic team went to war in assignments reflecting the diversity of an army at war in every corner of the globe: Captain Cornelius Jadwin of the jumping team served with the Military Assistance Command in Turkey; dressage rider Captain C. Stanton Babcock was wounded and earned the Bronze Star with the 6th Marine Division in the Pacific theater; Lieutenant Raymond Curtis went on to earn the Silver Star and Bronze Star for Valor ending the war as the G3, Operations Officer, for IV Corps in Italy; Captain Isaac Leonard Kitts became the chief of staff of Z Force in China; Captain Harold Isaacson lead Fifth Army’s 77th Field Artillery Group in the Italian Campaign; Captain Milo Matteson became the commander of Texas’s 124th Cavalry in the China-Burma-India Theater; and Slippery Slim’s rider, Captain John Willems, landed in North Africa as part of Operation Torch and served as the II Corps Chief of Staff throughout the Italian Campaign. Whether fighting in the mountains of Italy or managing miliatry assistance in China, World War II demonstrated that the professional military prowess of the Army’s horsemen extended well beyond the saddle. 

By the end of World War II not a single regular mounted unit remained in the Army. Fort Riley and the Cavalry School converted instruction and facilities to the purposes of mechanized cavalry. However, one final task remained for Fort Riley as an institution of mounted equestrian excellence: the formation and training of the last Army Equestrian Team for the 1948 Olympics. At the London Olympics in 1948 the Army Equestrian Team, mounted in dress blues, took its traditional place at the forefront of the US contingent in the Olympic parade for the last time. The Equestrian Team, loaded with prewar talent, represented the best the Army ever produced. 

Although Jenny Camp was long retired, Colonel Tommy Thomson at age 48, was back as riding team captain for his third Olympics in sixteen years. During World War II Colonel Thomson earned the Silver Star, served in the Pacific Theater with the 1st Cavalry Division, and ended the war in Europe with the Army’s 10th Mountain Division. He now faced the tasks of organizing a team, gathering riders scattered across the globe, and tracking down suitable mounts. He also had to prepare himself as a member of the three day eventing and the dressage teams. His final Olympic performance would demonstrate that the war years had not dulled his talents in the saddle and assured his place in history as one of the country’s greatest horseman. 

The quality of talent available to assist Colonel Thomson made the task he faced easier. The team’s chief trainer was Brigadier General John Tupper Cole, a Silver Star and Purple Heart Medal winner. General Cole had led the mounted 2d Cavalry Regiment when the war began and presided over the regiment’s last mounted review in 1942. He went on to become the commander of a combat command of the 5th Armored Division in Europe. Chef d’Equipe for the team was the retired but still very active General Guy V. Henry. 

The jumping team was lead by two remarkable cavalrymen: Colonel Franklin Wing fought throughout the war in the Pacific theater, commanded the 1st Cavalry Division’s dismounted 5th Cavalry Regiment, and earned the Silver Star during the liberation of Manila; and Colonel Andrew Frierson who earned both the Silver Star Medal and Bronze Star for Valor, served initially as the Executive Officer of the 1st Cavalry Division’s 2nd Brigade in the Pacific, and then commanded the 11th Mechanized Cavalry in the European Theater. Many of the younger men on the team were also combat veterans: Lieutenant Colonel Charles Symroski was an artilleryman with the 12th Armored Division in Europe; Captain John Russell on the jumping team served with the mechanized cavalry in Europe; and Captain Jonathan Burton had served with the First Cavalry in the Pacific. All these men were gifted horseman, but as combat veterans, they provided the team a rare depth of character and discipline. 

Not only were the riders a little longer at the tooth than usual, but the horses were also. Most of the mounts available for the US team in 1948 had originally been trained and prepared for the 1940 games. They were solid horses, but older and less practiced than would have been hoped. Nonetheless, the team’s performance in 1948 was exceptional. The US earned medals and clearly was the dominant team on the field. Lieutenant Robert Borg turned in a forth place in Dressage, which combined with the performances of team mates Colonel Frank Henry and Colonel Thomson, was good enough for a team silver. The dressage team Silver Medal is the highest placing ever earned by a US team in that event. Henry and Thomson then teamed up with Lieutenant Colonel Charles Anderson, another decorated World War II veteran, to take the team Gold in the three day event. Colonel Henry led the three day team riding the same remount horse, Swing Low, who had been his mount in 1938-39, and won a silver individual medal. This medal made Colonel Henry the only American equestrian in Olympic history to win three medals in one Olympic competition. In the Jumping competition luck was not with the US team. Colonel Frierson was eliminated. Colonel Wing riding Democrat, a horse trained for the 1940 games and related to Jenny Camp, ended in a three way tie for second, but then finished forth after a jump off. Overall the US team turned in an outstanding performance, and did even better as it toured European horse shows throughout 1948. Unfortunately, within months of the Olympic success the Cavalry branch was dissolved, thus officially ending the military use of the horse in the US Army. This also ended the official relationship between the US Army and the US Olympic Equestrian Team. 

Although the official participation of the Army ended after the 1948 games, the Army continued to be a key factor in US equestrian Olympic sport through the interest and expertise of its veteran horsemen. To compete in the Olympic games with a civilian team the US had to create a civilian equestrian organization. This organization eventually became the US Equestrian Team, USET, charged with organizing, training, and administering US teams in international equestrian competition. The first president of USET was Colonel John Wofford, a retired cavalryman who was a member of the 1932 Olympic team and horsemanship instructor at Fort Riley. Beginning in its formative years and continuing through the early 1960s, Army officers were critical to running, maintaining, and improving USET. Retired generals Frederick Wing, Tupper Cole, and Fred Boye played key roles. General Cole, among other things was the Chef d’Equipe for the 1956 USET. Virtually all the Olympic veterans operated behind the scenes organizing and judging local competitions, assisting with administration, and training young horseman. 

To ensure the first civilian team acquitted itself well, the Army itself also became involved. For the 1952 games the Army lent the Fort Riley facilities to USET and leased veteran Army horses to the team for a dollar. Democrat, the horse which Colonel Franklin Wing almost won a silver jumping medal on in 1948, was one of the one dollar Army horses. Nineteen years old in 1952, Democrat became Major John Russell’s mount and contributed to the Bronze Medal achievement of the ‘52 jumping team. After the Olympics Democrat competed in the US and ended his career with a phenomenal winning streak on the show jumping circuit. He was then retired with full honors. In addition to the jumping team’s bronze team medal, the ‘52 eventers, coached by Colonel ”Gyp” Wofford and Major Robert Borg also captured a team bronze. All of these efforts by the military, small and large, served to launch USET in its formative years. USET still would have years of hard work before they were to field a team equal to the best military teams, but the path to future Olympic gold was laid. The Army Equestrian Teams over the course of seven Olympiads earned a total of five team medals (two gold and three bronze) as well as six individual medals (four silver and two bronze). More important, they provided the foundation and tradition upon which much of American civilian equestrian sport was built. This foundation still exists and is one of the keys to the success of American equestrian sport and the USET’s Olympic success since the 1950s. 

This review of the history of the Army Equestrian Team in the Olympics demonstrates how the Army’s role in equestrian sport in the US has been key. It is the history of a different Army than the one that exists today, but it is a history that should both make the Army proud and serve as an example of how the efforts of the Army of the past continue to effect the life of the nation. The fascinating fact of the Army’s Olympic accomplishments is that those superlative accomplishments were achieved not by professional riders, but by officers who were professional soldiers first. Many of them achieved General officer rank, and many more reached the pinnacle of their career not on the Olympic field but on the battlefields of World War II. Like the Army they were a part of, the Army’s horsemen have mostly passed on to traditional final destination of all cavalrymen -- Fiddler’s Green, but their legacy is represented and honored each time a USET Olympic rider takes to the field. “Boots and Saddles” and “Stable Call” no longer sound across the parade fields of America’s Army posts, but the spirit of Army horsemen still rides every four years under the nation’s colors at the Olympic games. 

